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SECTION 302.APPENDIX 0 

REFERRAL FOR NURSING CONSULTATION SERVICES 

a) Diagnoses and Medical Conditions that Are Appropriate for Referral 

Referrals for nursing consultation services may be made to the Chief of Nursing Services 

by the Division of Specialized Care, HealthWorks, Department and purchase of service 

agency staff for children who have or who are suspected of having special health care 

needs. Children who have special health care needs are those who have chronic or acute 

health conditions that require medical supervision or intervention beyond that which is 

required by children in general. Such conditions include, but are not limited to: 

* Any rare genetic health disorder (e.g., 
familial dysautonomia, Tay-Sachs) 

* Asthma, moderate persistent or severe 
persistent 

* Asthma, despite the severity of the 
condition, with poor control and any of 
the following circumstances: two 
emergency room visits within a 12 
month period; one hospital admission 
in a 12 month period; intubation 
(insertion of a breathing tube); prior 
admission to an Intensive Care Unit for 
the treatment of asthma; frequent and 
consistent absences from school due to 
asthma attacks; hospitalization or 
emergency room visit within the past 
month; any severity of asthma and a 
cardiopulmonary medical condition 

* Apnea episodes, monitored/current 

* Behavioral/psychological problem and 
a medical condition (e.g., autism, 
asthma) 

* Blind or severe vision impairments, 
such as retinal conditions 

* Bronchopulmonary dysplasia 

* Cerebral palsy 

* Children with multiple psychiatric 
hospitalizations and/or multiple 
psychotropic medications 

* Compromised Immune System 

* Deaf or severely hearing impaired 



* Diabetes Type I or II 

* Diseases of any organ (e.g., kidney 
disease, liver disease, heart disease with 
the exception of functional heart 
murmur) 

* Durable medical equipment (e.g., child 
uses or requires the use a wheelchair, leg 
brace, apnea monitor) 

* Eating disorders, severe 

* Facial paralysis 

* Failure to thrive 

* Flead or facial deformities (e.g., cleft lip, 
cleft palate, severe burn scars) 

* Flemophilia 

* Flormone deficiencies (e.g., lack of 
growth hormone) 

* Flydrocephalus with shunts and/or 
seizures 

* Indwelling catheters or ostomies (e.g., 
gastronomy tube, jejunostomy tube, 
tracheostomy, colostomy) 

* Life threatening condition (e.g., brain 
tumor, cancer, leukemia) 

* Major birth defects leading to 
physical/developmental impairments 

* Mental retardation/developmental delay 
or disability and a medical condition 
(e.g., moderate mental retardation and 
asthma) 
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* Cystic fibrosis 

* Neurofibromatosis 

* Neurological conditions (e.g., nerve, 
brain, spinal cord) 

* Organ transplant, including pretransplant 

* Orthopedic conditions, moderate to 
severe (e.g., bone, muscle, joints) 

* Osteogenesis imperfecta 

* Psychiatric problems that are moderate 
to severe (e.g., multiple psychiatric 



hospitalizations and/or psychotropic 
medications) 

* Quadraplegic, paraplegic, hemiplegic 

* Respiratory problems, moderate to 
severe that require nebuliztion and/or 
suctioning 

* Metabolic disorders, congenital (e.g., 
phenylketonuria-PKU, galactosemia) 

* Muscular dystrophy 

* Multiple sclerosis 

* Second and third degree burns over 10% 
of the child's body 

* Seizure disorder 

* Shaken baby syndrome/abusive head 
trauma 

* Sickle cell anemia, not sickle cell trait 

* Spina Bifida, if it causes moderate to 
severe impairment 

* Substance exposed infants 

* Technologically dependent, (e.g., 
ventilator, dialysis, oxygen dependent) 

* Traumatic brain injury-TBI/accidental 
head trauma 

* Urinary system impairments (e.g., 
kidney, ureter, bladder, except treatable 
enuresis) 

b) Referral Process 

The Chief of Nursing Services has the sole authority to evaluate referrals and authorize 
nursing services. 

Note: The University of Illinois at Chicago, Division of Specialized Care for Children is 
the Illinois Title V agency that provides care coordination for families and 
children with special health care needs. The program content and guidelines are 
located at http://dscc.uic.edu. 

When an alleged child victim of abuse/neglect is identified by the Child Protection 
Specialist as having special health care needs, the Child Protection Specialist shall refer 
the child victim for nursing consultation services no later than 48 hours after case 
assignment. Additional children residing in the home or who temporarily stay in the 
home of the alleged perpetrator who have special health care needs and are not subjects 
of the pending investigation, should be added to the investigation as an alleged victim of 
Allegation 79 Medical Neglect or Allegation 60 Environment Injurious to Health and 
Welfare, if appropriate. 



